
 

Math Conversation 
Starters 

How do you define_____? 
(You can fill this with anything) 

When do you use it in real 
life? 

What characteristics do $1, 
$5, $10, $20, and $100 
bills share in common? 

Annette weighs herself and her 
dog, Basil, whom she holds in 
her arms.  Then she weighs 
herself.  Explain how you could 
figure out how much Basil 
weighs. 

How does knowing that 
36÷9 = 4 help you figure out 
the answer to 3,600 ÷900? 

I am thinking of a number that 
is less than 100.  It’s a square 
number.  The sum of the digits 

is 7.  What is my number? 

16 is the magic number.  
Name as many number 

sentences as you can think of 
that equal 16.  Be creative! 

Which is larger, ½ or ¼?  Explain 
how you know which fraction is 

greater.  Use a real life example in 
your explanation. 



Describe as many ways 
as possible to show 

whether is an 17 is odd 
or even number. 

Describe the numbers 
between 0 and 1.  Name 4 

numbers that are 
between 0 and 1. 

How is zero used? 

What happens when you 
multiply 2 even numbers 

together? 2 odd numbers? 1 
odd and 1 even number? 

Name all the prime numbers 
less than 50.  Why are they 

prime? 

How do you know if a 
number is divisible by 2, 3, 

5, 6, 9, or 10? 

2,880 
Is this number divisible by 
2,3,5,6,9 or 10?  How do 

you know? 

Describe the 
communitive property.  

Explain in words and with 
an example. 



 

  Name as many things as you 
can think of that weigh 

about a gram. 

Name as many things as you 
can think of that weigh 

about a pound. 
 

Name as many things as you 
can think of that weigh 

about a kilogram. 
 

Name as many things as you 
can think of that would be 

weighed in grams. 
 

Name as many things as you 
can think of that would 

weigh in kilograms. 
 

What would you wear if it 
were 28 degrees Celsius 

out? 

Name as many things as you 
can think of that measure 

about 1 centimeter. 

Name as many things as you 
can think of that the holds 

liquid that would be 
measured in milliliters. 



 

Name as many things as 
you can think of that 

would be weighed in tons. 

Tell how you would 
multiply 9 x 99 in your 

head. 

It is 8:00 am now.  How 
would you determine the 
time 7 hours from now? 

Today is Monday, October 
5th. How would you figure 
out what day of the week 

October 23 falls on? 

Your teacher tells you that you 
have 45 minutes to finish the 
science test.  It is now 10:06.  

Explain how you figure the time 
when the test ends. 

List five words that mean to 
estimate. 

An estimated answer to 362 + 
497 is 900.  Tell how you know 

that the estimated answer is an 
underestimate or an 

overestimate. 

In estimating the answer to 406 x 
819, how do you know that an 

estimate of 320,000 is an 
underestimate? 



 

Use your favorite TV 
character in a story 

problem.  Then provide the 
answer. 

Explain how subtraction is 
the opposite of addition. 

Explain how division is the 
opposite of multiplication. 

Read the following numbers: 
$2.98, 4, 12, $16.75.  Use 

the numbers in a story 
problem. 

Tucker, the Golden Retriever, had 
88 bones in his food dish.  He ate 
16 bones.  Suppose you didn’t know 
subtraction.  How would you figure 
out how many bones left? 

Play the Inch Game 
Name all the things you can 
see that would be measure 

about an inch. 

If you add 3 consecutive 
numbers, explain why you 

arrive at the same answer by 
multiplying the middle number 

by 3. 

Tina is a smart shopper.  How 
does she know buying 6 items 
for $1 is more economical than 
buying 6 for 20 cents each? 



 

If one box contains 300 
tissues, how do you figure out 
how many boxes to buy if you 

need 1,000 tissues? 

Explain how you know 
what your age will be in 

the year 2030. 

Play BUZZ.  Start counting at 1, every 
time the number is a multiple of 3, say 

BUZZ instead of the number. 
 

For example, 1,2, buzz, 4, 5, buzz etc. 
You can play with any multiple. 

Patty spent $3.98 for a new 
hat.  The clerk gave $7.02 

change from a $10.00 bill.  Is 
the change correct?  How do 

you know? 

There 4 people in a room. They are all 
introduced to each other and they all 
shake hands.  Describe how you would 

figure out the total number of 

handshakes. 

Make a list of the birthdays of 
people who are important to you.  

Arrange the chronologically. 

A girl is 13 years old.  Her 
father is 1 more than 3 times 

her age.  Explain how you would 
figure out her father’s age. 
Your Turn:  Think of your own riddles. 

What did you do today that 
required math? 



Why is it more economical to 
purchase 3 items for $1.00 
than to purchase each item 

or 35 cents? 

How is math used in 
sports? 

6 8 9 2 
Use these digits to make the greatest 

number.  How do you know it is the 
greatest number? 

Your turn:  Think of other digits to think 
of the largest number. 

9 6 2 3 
Use these digits to make the least 
number.  Explain how you know it is 

the least number you can make. 
Your Turn:  Think of other digits to 

create the smallest number. 

A bag has 8 red marbles, 2 green 
marbles, and 3 blue marbles.  

Using this bag of marbles, tell 
events that would be either 

certain, possible, or impossible. 

What is makes a trapezoid 
so special? 

In a bag there are 4 yellow marbles, 2 red 
marbles and 1 blue marble. 

What are the chances of pulling out a 
yellow marble? 

Your turn:  Think of a bag of marble and 
what are the chances of pulling out a 

color? 

I am thinking of a number that is less 
than 50, and it is a multiple of 4.  The 

sum of the digits is 9.  What is my 
number? 

BE CREATIVE:  Your turn to think of a 
number and give the clues. 



 

All squares are rhombuses 
but not all rhombuses are 

squares.  Explain this 
statement. 

 
Look around you.  What is in 

the shape of a rectangle? 
How about   trapezoid? Equilateral 

triangles?  Get Creative! 

What are all the factors of 
36? 

About how much liquid is in 
a tea cup? 

What else has about the 
same amount of liquid? 

About how much water is in 
bathtub? thimble? kiddie pool? 
Be Creative! Do as many as you 

can think of! 

How many different number 
sentences can you think of that 

equal 28? 
Be creative!!  Use one, two, three, or 

even 4 operations. 

When in real life do you 
find a figure’s area?  

Name as many real life 
examples as you can think 

of. 

Find the next 3 numbers in 
this pattern: 

4, 9, 16, 25 ___, ____, ___ 
Now you think of a pattern. 



 

March 3, 2009 is Square 
Root Day!! Explain why.  

When is the next Square 
Root Day? 

Which is bigger 1/5 or 
1/10?  Explain why you 

think so. 

As you are driving in the 
car, look at the license 

plates of other car.  
Multiply the number 

together. 

If A=$.01, B=$.02, the pattern 
continues this way for the entire 
alphabet.  How many $1.00 words 

can you think of? 

Play I Spy with 3 dimensional 
shapes. 

For example, I spy a cylinder.  
What is it? 

Answer:  A can of Diet Coke! 

Let’s Count by 8s.  Start at 8 
and count by 8s until you 
read 96.  Do this several 

times. 

Play the one-half game. 
For example, what is ½ of 24?  12. 

You can play the 1/3 game, too! 

What’s the score? 
The Patriots scored 3 

touchdowns and 2 field goals. 
It’s your turn!  Make up scores 
for your partner to figure out! 



 

 

Look at a _____.  What 
2D shapes do you see in 

it? 

All squares are rectangles, 
but all rectangles are not 

squares.  How is this possible? 

Which of the following 
shapes does not belong and 

why: square, trapezoid, 
rectangle, and triangle? 

Describe a rhombus. 

I’m a polygon. 
I have 4 congruent sides. 

Opposite sides are parallel. 
I do NOT have any right angles. 

What am I? 

What are some different 
ways of measuring times? 
What are the advantages 

and disadvantages of each? 

How is a thermometer like a 
number line? 

About how far is it from ____ to 
____?  How do you know? 

Use large and small distances. Fisher 
to Walpole mall; the sofa to the TV; 
pencil tip to the eraser, shoulder to 

the floor.  Be Creative! 


